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In late January | (Gary) met a chief cook again (to my
left) who | first met back in 2021 when his wife had
just been diagnosed with breast cancer. My wife
went through the same thing (19 years ago now), so
we ended up having a long conversation, and
eventually | spoke with his wife also through a video
call and prayed with them both. What a thrill to
meet him again and hear that she is cancer free.
Then the third officer (to my right) on the same ship
shared that his wife also had breast cancer (stage 4)
back in 2018, which has now returned and spread.
We prayed with him for his wife, who is just 30
years old, and for their 4-year-old son. | made
several visits to their ship and am keeping in touch
via WhatsApp.
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As a team we made 1,597 ship visits in 2025 - and
each ship visit means encounters with numerous
seafarers. We gave rides to 2,858 seafarers and
welcomed 6,288 seafarers to our two centres here
in the port. And we delivered some 1,600
Christmas gifts. We also led a number of worship /
prayer services on board ships as well as at our
centres. Thanks for supporting this work and
helping to make Ministry like this possible!
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Christmas at Sea happened again with gift deliveries
from mid-December right through the first week
of January. Christmas services were held at both
seafarers’ centres, as well as prayers with seafarers
on board many ships. Gift deliveries on Christmas
Eve were more challenging with heavy sea swells,
but we managed and even boarded a couple of
ships. Thanks for supporting this program.
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On board a ship recently, the Chinese chief officer
shared his gratefulness and positive impressions of
the kind service that he so often experienced at
seafarers’ centres around the world, like ours here.
And then he remarked, “There’s nothing like this
anywhere in China.” Indeed there are no seafarers’
centres in Mainland China, except for Hong Kong.
He reflected that there is something “different”
about these ministries that both impressed and
baffled him. That, of course, led to a much longer
conversation about why we do what we do, sharing
God'’s love in Jesus Christ with all seafarers.
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In early October 2025 | (Gary), along with 2 other
colleagues from Vancouver, travelled to Barcelona,
Spain to attend the ICMA (International Christian
Maritime Association) World Conference. 250
people attended from some 45 countries. It was a
very fruitful time of networking, learning and
praying together with the common goal of serving
seafarers more effectively in the ever-changing
maritime world. What a joy and privilege to meet

many long-time friends and make many new friends
from around the world.
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A recent photo of our team - Standing |-r: Gary
Roosma, Eslin Pereira, Vincent Ng, Dileep Athaide.
Seated, |-r: Peter Smyth, Douglas McDonald. There
are other staff and volunteers as well; we're blessed
with a great team! Are you interested to be part of
this fascinating and strategic ministry? If so, please
reach out by email.
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Segérer c%lbpz’ness
The Mission to Seafarers’ Seafarer Happiness Index
for Q3 of 2025 reported that seafarer happiness
was down significantly in all categories except for
digital connectivity. Over one in five (22%) seafarers
report frequently experiencing stress and fatigue
while on board. Factors they rely on for coping and
resilience include family communication, exercise,
and faith. 78% of seafarers say faith helps them face
challenges at sea. Our aim is to assist seafarers by
providing pastoral care and practical support.
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