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Slowdowns

in the number of ships passing through the Port of 
Vancouver. We’re not sure why. Summer is generally 

a particularly marked decrease. It does offer us some

deeper and more meaningful conversations. We can 
also do more repeat visits to ships. It will be interesting 
to see how things shape up for the Fall, which is often 
one of our busiest seasons.

we’ve been able to have more contact with some of 
those crews. We are also working on building 
connections with local petroleum terminals, where we 
have had limited or no access until recently due to 
safety restrictions.

Audio Bibles  
On a recent ship visit the chief cook asked me if I had 
more of the “Messenger” audio Bibles for their ship. 
They come in many languages. We receive these 
devices free of charge from “In Touch Ministries.” He 
had received some at another centre but had given 
them away in the Philippines to family members upon 
his return. We have a supply, so I brought several more 
for the ship. The captain also saw them and requested a 

Happy 55th Anniversary Port Tour 2025
We held another port tour this summer, where about 70 
people joined us on the evening of June 28 for a tour of 
the inner harbour. This event was also planned to 

Ministry to Seafarers. It was a beautiful evening for an 
informative tour, with lots of good fellowship and food 
to go with it. Praise the Lord for His blessings over these 
55 years of ministry.

couple. The cook 
likes to hook one of 
them up to their 
karaoke speaker so 
he can play Scrip-

crew in the mess-
room during their 
mealtimes. What a 
great way for the 
Word to be heard 
on board – and for 
the Bible to get to 
other countries as 
well!
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Holy Communion  
Holding worship services on board ships can 
occasionally be arranged, but not often due to the busy 
schedules on board at most times. Recently however I 
was invited to visit a ship to lead a worship service with 
Holy Communion on board, which was a special treat. 
Seafarers, during their up to 9 months on board, often 
will have no opportunity to attend a worship service.

Christmas at Sea  
The Christmas at Sea season is fast approaching. 
Support for this project can be by cheque sent to our 
mailing address above – payable to “Ministry to 
Seafarers Vancouver”. Or you can e-transfer funds to 

memo or message that your gift is for "Christmas at Sea".

Again this year we will be including personal Christmas 
cards with the gifts. If a Sunday School class wishes to 
get involved, or a Christian school in your area, or a 
small group, or even you as an individual, please contact 
Gary for more info, and/or go to our website – 
ministrytoseafarers.com under the “get involved” 
menu. We need lots of Christmas cards as we are 
planning to give out about 1800 gifts this year.

Thank You for all your support for this ministry – 

keep this Ministry and all seafarers and their families 
in your prayers.

Regional Conference  
In May NAMMA (North American Maritime Ministry 
Association) held a one-day regional conference here in 
Vancouver. Nearly 30 attended, with ship visitors and 
board members from our Anglican, Catholic and CRC 
partner ministries, as well as other ship visitors from 
Vancouver, Victoria, Bellingham, Seattle, Tacoma and 
Portland. It was a really good day together of learning 
and sharing.
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