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This past Fall we bid final farewell to our dear friend
and former chaplain with the Ministry to Seafarers,
Rev. Ernst DeVries. Ernst served for 14 years as
chaplain, and prior to that several more years as a
board member. He had a deep love for seafarers and
for this Ministry. He passed away, following a brief
illness, on November 10, 2024. On November 23
hundreds gathered at his home church in Ponoka,
Alberta, for a heart-warming and inspiring memorial
service.

Cﬁz’stma& at Sea

This year we delivered nearly 1600 Christmas gifts
to seafarers on 70 ships that came to Vancouver
from mid December until early January. The joy this
simple act brings to seafarers is always so
rewarding.

We especially appreciated the involvement of
numerous schools, Sunday school classes, and even
small groups and individuals who made Christmas
cards for seafarers, which we included in their gifts.
If your church or school is interested to get involved
in this way, send an email or visit the website to
learn more.
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Be sure to view the three excellent new videos on
our YouTube page (Ministry to Seafarers Vancouver).
Check them out; show them at your church or small

group.
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A Chief Officer recently shared the stresses that he
and other seafarers face. Demands on the crews can
come at all hours and feel unrealistic at times. This
CO's feeling was that the port community tends to
view them more like machines than humans. "Please
tell someone," he pleaded with me, "so they start
treating us like human beings."

Our role as chaplains is to try and restore some of
that humanity into the equation. Many seafarers
share how nice it is when a chaplain comes on board
without any agenda except to visit and chat, serving
as possible and lending a listening ear to hear their
grievances, frustrations, joys and griefs, offering
prayers and words of encouragement.




Women on BOQT‘/

Life as a seafarer has long been deemed a man's
world. Apart from the cruise ship industry and local
ferries, ocean going cargo ships have seldom had
female seafarers on board. But that reality is
changing - slowly but surely. Some weeks ago |
visited one ship with four women on board, out of a
total 20 seafarers. Though most crews are still fully
male, it is not uncommon these days to encounter at
least one or two women.

Séppzhg Zgags

Do you have too many reusable
shopping bags on hand. Many
seafarers like to go shopping
and usually end up purchasing
reusable bags from stores.
We've begun collecting good
used bags to have on hand for
them at our centres, so they
don't need to buy new ones.
Let us know if you have bags to
send.
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We are planning another Port Tour Cruise this year,
especially to celebrate our 55th anniversary. We
have booked a cruise boat for the evening of June
28, 6-9 PM for a tour of Vancouver’s inner harbour.
The cost is $100.00/person, which will include light
snacks on board. Join us for what should be a lovely
and interesting evening. For more information or to
reserve your place on this cruise, send us an email.

CZDO[Q‘TS & LS(?I’ZS(?

Please be aware that donation cheques must be
made payable to "Ministry to Seafarers Vancouver,"
or simply, "Ministry to Seafarers." Anything other
than this will be rejected by the bank.

We can now process e-transfers for donations. The
advantage is that these donations are not charged
any processing fees. You can send e-transfers to
finance@ministrytoseafarers.com. Be sure to include
a note giving your name and address, so we can
process your charitable tax receipts.

For more information on all the various ways of
making donations, please visit our website. Thank
you for your support!

For more information and photos check out
the online newsletter on our website.
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