Céz&fmas at Sea

We had another great Christmas of gift giving, as we
delivered more than 1500 gifts. These gifts continue
to be a source of encouragement and joy for
seafarers.

While approaching one ship during the Christmas
season, | saw a group of seafarers gathering near the
gangway and watching me. As | ascended the
gangway they were looking on with concern; even
the captain was there. Then | announced, “I'm from
the seafarers centre” Immediate relief filled their
faces. “We thought you were an inspector,” they
exclaimed. | shot back, “No! Instead, | bring you
good news of great joy - Christmas gifts!” They
were all smiles as they helped me bring gifts for all
the crew on board.

Christmas worship/carol services were held at both
our downtown and Roberts Bank centres on Dec.
20 & 21 respectively. On December 23 we made
our annual visit to the ships anchored offshore to
deliver gifts. Thanks to many churches and
individuals for helping to make this special
programme possible.

Bringing gifts aboard
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This year the grade 8’s from Abbotsford Christmas
School prepared beautiful Christmas cards which
included personal notes to seafarers to wish them a
Merry Christmas. We've done this in years past with
other schools as well, or with Sunday School classes.
We then put a card in each of the gifts for seafarers.
Of course, just 120 cards from the ACS students
weren't enough for all the gifts.

Would your school or Sunday School be interested
to make cards for next year’s Christmas at Sea gifts?
Seafarers really appreciate the cards! Be in touch by
email to find out more.

More gift deliveries
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Gary was away for part of Winter on sabbatical -
most of that time to return to Malaysia where he
previously served. During this time the Lord
provided a very capable intern to cover the work
here in the person of Ashu Biswal. Ashu is
completing his studies at Regent College, and most
recently served as intern with First CRC Vancouver.
Here’s his story:

My name is Ashutosh Biswal, but | go by Ashu. | was
born and raised in a Hindu family in India, where my
parents still live. During my undergraduate studies, |
heard the Gospel for the first time, and two years
later, | accepted Christ. My wife and | moved to
Vancouver in 2019 where | am pursuing an MDiv
degree at Regent College while my wife works in the
office.
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| work four days a week, two days at Delta Port
(Roberts Bank) and two days at the Downtown
center. | am responsible for visiting ships that arrive
at both ports and offering them services based on
their needs. This may include providing
transportation to the shopping mall or city center or
meeting other needs. | am also responsible for
attending to the spiritual needs of the seafarers who
spend months away from home while dealing with
the challenges of work and the unpredictable
weather conditions of the open sea. I've had the
opportunity to meet several individuals who have
shared with me the challenges they face being away
from their families.
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Recently we had a few groups of seafarers come
from one ship that was here in the port for just one
day - an MSC container vessel. On board were
Ukrainians, Filipinos, Indonesians, Romanians, and
more. Though a short stay, many of the crew were
keen to come ashore.

One of the Ukrainian engineers, after shopping
downtown, came back to spend a couple of hours
relaxing at our centre. We chatted a fair bit, and he
really enjoyed his time here. While preparing to
transport him back to his ship, | (Gary) offered him
my hand. He responded by saying, "Where | come
from, when we have had a special time and want to
say goodbye, we do this" - and proceeded to give me
a big hearty hug. | haven't had many hugs from
seafarers; in fact, that might have been the first. It
certainly gave an impression of his appreciation for
our service.

For more information and photos check out the
online newsletter on our website.
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