Amid the continuing busyness in the ports, seafarers
are working as hard as ever. These have been stressful
times for them, and the strain is beginning to show in
mental health. This past summer Gary was involved in
a case on board where one seafarer experienced a
serious mental breakdown. Seafarers themselves are
expressing how wearing the stress has been. Some
ships are allowing shore leave, but the majority are not
yet. Our visits on board are more crucial than ever at
this time.
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One of the ways we've been able to serve seafarers
recently is by helping to arrange for Covid
vaccinations for them while they are here in
Vancouver. As of late September nearly 500 seafarers
have been vaccinated in BC, with more scheduled.
We're thankful to be able to work together with other
port agencies and the provincial health authorities in
this important work.
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We are sometimes asked, "Why do we need to donate
to the Ministry to Seafarers when the local Classes
already provide funding for this Ministry?"

In fact, funding from the two BC Classes provided only
40.5% of our 2021 budget. And the Classes are
beginning annual incremental reductions of their
support, which will require this Ministry to be even
more dependent on congregational offerings and
individual donations. Thankfully some churches are
already holding regular offerings for the Ministry to
Seafarers, but we will need even more churches and
individuals to donate for this Ministry to continue to
thrive. Go to our website for more information on how
you can be involved.
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This year we will once again be distributing Christmas
gifts to seafarers. As usual, donations for Christmas at
Sea can be sent by cheque to the address above. Make
cheques payable to "Ministry to Seafarers." You can
also give online at our website and add a note that
your donation is for the Christmas at Sea fund.

We are still welcoming gifts of knitted toques. And this
year we are beginning a project for sewing "ditty bags"
that will be used to pack the Christmas gifts. Please
consider using some of your leftover material or buying
some new colourful material to sew these handy bags.
Maybe organize this as a group project in your church.
A pattern for these bags can be found on our website
(Get Involved - Donations in kind). We will need
literally hundreds of these bags, so please do get
"sewing for seafarers."
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Thank you all for your continued care
and support for this ministry through
your prayers and gifts. We are now %
preparing to launch new and more h
frequent "Prayer Updates" emails for those who are
keen to pray more specifically for this Ministry. These
updates will provide more frequent and specific prayer
requests, including occasional urgent prayer requests
for a particular crew, situation, or even individual.
Email us if you would like to sign up for these updates,
or go to the website (Get Involved - Pray).
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On June 25 we celebrated the annual International Day
of the Seafarer. Traditionally we have large barbecues
at each of the seafarers' centres, but with Covid still a
concern and so many not allowed off their ships, this
year we decided to bring the celebration to them.
Special donations from some of the local port agencies
enabled us to deliver pizzas and donuts to many ships
that were in port throughout the entire week.



