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In late November 2019 we were alerted that a ship
was coming into the Port of Vancouver on which a
crew member had passed away. They were asking for a
chaplain to be available to board the ship immediately
upon arrival.

On the night of the ship’s arrival in Vancouver waters,
at 11 PM, a lawyer and | took a launch out to the ship
as the first of the support team to board. Police and
firemen arrived shortly after. A case like this requires a
thorough investigation by the police and coroner.

It was the chief officer who had passed away suddenly,
8 days prior to their arrival, due to a massive heart
attack. His body was kept in one of the ship’s coolers
until they arrived. He was only 42 years old, from the
Philippines, and left behind a wife and 2 young
children.

The crew was mainly Filipino with a few Greek officers
and cadets. All were understandably traumatized by
these events - the captain said that in over 40 years of
sailing, this was the first time he had ever had such an
experience. The chief cook was so troubled by what
took place that he insisted on going home from
Vancouver, before the end of his contract.

| spent a few hours on board that evening, listening
mostly, as well as praying with several of the crew.
Later, when the ship was docked, others from the
seafarers centre delivered some early Christmas gifts.
We also held a service on board the ship which was
very much appreciated.

Thankfully death at sea is rare these days, and most of
our visits are much more routine. But it still happens
occasionally, and when it does, we need to be ready to
be there for the crew.

Rev. Gary Roosma
Port Chaplain
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When we think of early Christian symbols, the fish
usually comes to mind. The Greek word for “fish”
provides an acronym that is a Christian confession.
But there were other important symbols as well, and
one of those was the ship’s anchor.

In June 2014, during excavations at the ancient
Binchester Roman fort in north east England, a most
unusual signet ring was discovered. The signet ring
was used to seal letters with wax, and this one had the
ancient Christian symbol of the anchor with 2 fish.
These symbols were used primarily in the 1st-3rd
centuries AD, which makes this ring one of the earliest
Christian artifacts ever found in England.

Symbols like this one were used as a sort of code for
those “in the know” that the bearer was a Christian.
Why an anchor? The anchor was a way of displaying in
disguise the symbol the cross at a time when open
confession of Christian faith could lead to harsh
persecution. But the cross/anchor is also a NT symbol
of hope. Hebrews 6:19 reminds us that “We have this
hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure” (ESV).
The anchor dropped out of common use as Christian
imagery after the early 4th century once Christianity
was legalized.

However, some continue to use the symbol, both in
imagery and in song. You may have noticed that the
Ministry to Seafarers' logo also pictures an anchor,
along with Word of God. It's that Gospel hope in Jesus
that we continue to share with seafarers from around
the world.

Photos of the Binchester Ring (left)
and Anchor and Fish symbol from a 2nd
century Roman catacomb (right)
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2020 marks the 50th anniversary of the Ministry to
Seafarers. Actual ministry goes back even longer, but
1970 is the official date of the founding of the
Ministry to Seafarers. So, come celebrate with us this
historic occasion. We will be gathering at New
Westminster CRC on Sunday, May 3, at 6 PM. Rev. Dr.
Jason Zuidema, executive director of the North
American Maritime Ministry Association (NAMMA)
will be the speaker that evening.
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2021 will see at least one of our supporting classes
begin incremental reduction of the amount of support
they give to the Ministry to Seafarers. To carry on this
ministry, we will be depending more and more on
offerings from churches and donations from
individuals. Thanks for prayerfully considering how
you might be involved in supporting this vital and
ongoing ministry.
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Another year of Christmas gift giving has passed. We
gave out more than 1,500 gifts to seafarers. A big
“Thank You” to all who supported this cause with your
donations and prayers. Hopefully these photos will
give you a taste of how we celebrated this special
season with seafarers.
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friends of the Ministry

to receive gifts for Christmas 2019

Heading out to ships with
gifts on Christmas Eve



