Cﬁz’stma& at Sea

Thank you all who supported the annual Christmas at Sea
gift giving for another year through prayers, donations,
and help with packing gifts. We delivered gifts to ships all
through the Christmas and New Year season - including
gifts for Orthodox Christmas on January 7.

Packing Christmas gifts

Several groups helped with the packing, including a team
from the Tapestry CRC (Richmond). On Christmas Eve we
made our usual delivery to all the ships at anchor in
English Bay and the Inner Harbour. We first loaded the
gifts on a delivery boat. Megan Apperloo, our intern from
last summer, joined us for the day. Then we pulled
alongside each ship and either brought the gifts up the
gangway or handed them over in more challenging
situations.

Seafarers continue to voice
their deep appreciation for
these expressions of love
and recognition of their
sacrificial service - bringing
the world the goods we
expect, but leaving them far
from home at times like
this.

A special thank you to the
many who knit toques for
seafarers. We give them
away constantly through-
out the colder times of
year. So please keep those
togues coming!

The Port of Vancouver graciously
donated 1,500 souvenir port bags
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Just before Christmas this year a couple of Filipino
women showed up at the downtown seafarers’ centre to
meet a couple of Filipino seafarers who were former
classmates The seafarers’ centre is often used as a place
where sailors can meet up with friends or family who may
be living in the Vancouver area.

When the two Filipino sailors showed up, there were
warm greetings as friends reconnected after many years
of not having seen each other. Then one of the sailors
turned to me and inquired, “Where is the chapel?” | led
him to our small, beautiful chapel and he heaved a sigh of
relief as we entered. He was kneeling as | turned to leave
him on his own, and as | was departing | overheard his
prayer: “Oh Lord, | thank and praise You for keeping us
safe at sea through this past voyage ...
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A recent Christmas service at our downtown chapel.

| don’t know what their
voyage was like, but at this
time of year seas can be
very rough. | spoke with
another crew recently who
were talking about the
horrible voyage they had,
with gale force winds and
high seas. They were visibly J
shaken by the experience |
and dreading their return
voyage - and praying
things would go more
smoothly. Seafarers often
have a heightened sense of
need for God’s care and
protection.

The team of chaplains - left to right -
Ernst DeVries (retired, but still involved),
Deacon Dileep Athaide (RC), Rev. Peter

Smyth (Anglican), Rev. Gary Roosma



;DO%Z;’S and Sense

As many of you became
aware when you sent in
cheques recently, we can no
longer receive cheques made =

payable to “Ministry to
Seafarers” Our funds are all
processed  through  the
Classis BC North West bank
account, and in the past the
bank was always willing to
accept cheques for Ministry
to Seafarers in this account.
But the bank’s rules have
changed, so now it s
imperative that all cheques
be payable to “Classis BCNW”. Please add “Ministry to
Seafarers” on the memo line. We apologize for the
inconvenience.

In terms of classis support and expected reductions, we
are still awaiting word from them on this matter.
Hopefully in the next newsletter we'll be able to provide
more information. Thanks again for your continued
support, financially and prayerfully.

L@m’fTour?

Would you be interested to tour the Port of Vancouver
by boat to see the docks we service downtown? We are
exploring this possibility for Summer 2019, so stay
tuned. If it can be arranged, an announcement will be
sent to churches asap. In the meantime, if you are
interested, feel free to contact Gary by email so we can
get a sense of how much interest there might be for an
outing like this.
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L}D ar(fner{ng Together

We're happy to announce that we now have a
Partnership Agreement with Resonate Global Mission of
the CRC. Rev. Gary Roosma is now a partner missionary
with Resonate, and gifts for the Ministry to Seafarers
Vancouver can be given through Resonate. For
Canadians it still makes more sense to give directly, but
this agreement opens the door for donations from the
U.S. If US. partners
wish to donate to this
ministry, simply send
your donation to
Resonate Global
Mission and designate
it for the Ministry to
Seafarers Vancouver.
This agreement also
gives us a Dbetter
connection with the
broader mission work
of the CRC.

Rev. Gary Roosma

Port of Vancouver




