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Cﬁz&tmas at Sea

Christmas at Sea was a real joy and blessing. Volunteers from
the port and some churches helped with packing the gifts. We
then headed out by boat on Dec. 22nd to deliver them to 21
different ships - most of them at anchorage in Vancouver
Harbour and English Bay. It was great to see the smiles on the
sailors’ faces as we handed them the gifts.

On Christmas day morning | visited a couple of ships that were
in harbour, both with all Filipino crew. On the first ship | arrived
to see a huge, partially consumed, spread in the mess room -
including noodles, rice, all kinds of elaborate desserts, even a
roast turkey. But most important was the requisite Filipino
lechon baboy, or roasted suckling pig. We had a wonderful time
of sharing, and | eventually led the group (about a dozen by
now) in a prayer for Christmas, for their families back home, and
for their general safety.

Immediately after visiting that ship | went to the other side of
the peer to visit the other ship. They were just preparing for
their big celebration later that afternoon. The lechon baboy was
on the spit being barbecued rotisserie style. What fun to see
their excited preparations. m

Spea{{‘ng gf Cﬁ(sfmas

In February | was on a ship and spent some time in the mess
room chatting with one of the more seasoned crew members.
The conversation began with the usual banter - about where
he was from, last port, next port, cargo, etc. Then | asked him
about his family and the situation back home. He shared about
his wife and their only child, a 14 year old daughter.  Cortinued =
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| asked him about his current contract - turns out he'd been on W [
the ship for nearly 8 months, with one month to go before an C%M

heading home for a well-deserved 3 month break. He was very

excited to be going home again soon, and | was excited with Your prayerful and financial support is
and for him a key factor in continuing this vital

. ' . ministry in the Port of Vancouver.
He smiled and agreed, but then his face turned somber. “Yes, it Thank you for congregational and
will be nice to be home again,” he commented. “But you know individual donations, both to the
what? In the 14 years of my daughter’s life, | have not once Christmas at Sea fund, as well as to
been able to spend a Christmas with her.” the general operational fund for the
Not one Christmas with his family! Once again | was reminded of ministry. m

the sacrifices these sailors make in order to support their
families. What's more, they provide essential services to the
rest of us around the world who benefit from their sacrifice.
Our aim at the Seafarers’ Centres is to provide the kind of
support and assistance that will help many sailors find some joy
and hope, and even connect with their families, at least
remotely and no matter what time of year. m

Wézf a o@%e;ence

On one ship recently | noticed sheets of 8.5x11 paper with
large print Bible verses on them. There was one in the ship’s
office, another in a hallway. In fact, there were verses posted in
almost every public space. Then | saw 4 of them posted in the
crew’s mess room! Finally | asked someone about them, and
they explained that a previous seafarer, now on holidays, had
posted them. It was so encouraging to see his lasting witness,
and one could really sense the different atmosphere on that
ship. m
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