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GET ON BOARD
Hearing From Home

October 2017

Seafarers connecting with their families back home.

Farewell . . .
September marks the conclusion
of Ernst DeVries’s service as chaplain
in the Port of Vancouver. Ernst has
served in this role for 14 years. For
most of that time he has focused his
ministry on the Seafarers’ Centre at
Roberts Bank.
His warm smile and friendly,
outgoing nature has endeared him to
many. He has been much appreciated,
and will be much missed. Thanks for
your years of dedicated service,
Ernst!!
I met Jimmy at the
Seafarers’ Centre in
downtown Vancouver. We
were chatting, but he was
obviously distracted, as he
kept turning to his cell phone
to send more texts and read
messages he was receiving.
“News from home?” I asked.
“Yes,” he replied. “A
typhoon is hitting Manila
right now and my family is
being threatened with
flooding.”
This typhoon was happening
at the same time that we
were hearing news of the
devastation in the wake of

hurricane Irma in Florida, so
there was nothing in
international news about the
Manila situation.
Sailors often have to hear
about family challenges back
home from a distance.
Another sailor recently
shared with me that his wife
would be delivering their 5th
child sometime in the next
month. But he won’t be able
to see her or their new baby
until 5 months from now.
He’s hoping for a boy.
A simple thing like the highspeed internet connection at
the Seafarers’ Centre

A farewell service to honour Ernst
will be held at Ladner CRC, Nov. 17,
7:30 PM. Come join us that evening
for a time of fellowship, singing, and
ultimately to praise God for His
goodness to and through this
ministry.

provides at least an opportunity for
sailors to connect with their families
from a distance. We also have the
opportunity to pray for, and with them
for their families if they are open to that.
Thanks for your prayers for this
ministry. Please keep the sailors who
pass through the port and the chaplains
here in your prayers.
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Christmas at Sea

During the last week of Ernst’s
ministry here in the port, a
seafarer walked up to him and
said a friendly, “Hi Ernst. How
are you doing?”
Ernst didn’t recognize him
immediately, and asked the man
how he knew his name. He
responded that he had been
through Vancouver 10 years ago,
and had received a Christmas
package from him. It left such an
impression that Ernst’s name
had stuck with him through the
years.
Once again we will be
participating in the annual
“Christmas at Sea” gift giving

here in the port. During the
Christmas season we
regularly deliver small gift
packages to the ships for all
the sailors on board. It may
seem a small thing, but it
means much to these sailors
who are far from home
during the holiday season.
If you would like to give a
monetary gift toward this
project, please send cheques
payable to “Ministry to
Seafarers” to 401 East
Waterfront Rd., Vancouver,
BC, V6A 4G9. You can write
“Christmas at Sea” on the
memo line.

. . . and Welcome

It is very much my pleasure,
and indeed a real honour, to
follow in Ernst’s footsteps.
My name is Gary Roosma
and I originally hail from the
Lynden, Washington area. I
met and married my wife,
Jennifer, here in Vancouver
while we were both studying
at Regent College. We have 3
adult sons.
Our family served for 10
years in East Malaysia
(Borneo), where I lectured in
the theological college. Upon
our return to Canada in 2009
I pastored for a few years.
Following that I returned to
serve with our original
mission organization, OMF
International here in Canada.
Ernst and I have kept in
touch over the years, and
when he announced his
retirement, it felt as if the
Lord was opening a new
door for me at just the right
time. I began serving
officially as of September 1st.
Our home and calling church
is the Tapestry Church in
Richmond, BC.
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